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lenge because they fixed their gaze above as they watched
Jesus disappear into the clouds.

When we follow that example, offering ourselves
as willing servants and keeping our eyes trained on Jesus
instead of our circumstances, there’s no limit to what God
can accomplish through us.

SOMEDAY

“Someday” is a snake whose tongue has mastered
the talk of deception. “Someday,” it hisses, “I’1l take her
on that cruise ... we’ll have time to sit and chat ... ”

But you know the truth before I even write it,
don’t you? Someday never comes! Wise up! Invest the
time. Send the flowers. Write the letter. Make the apolo-
gy. Take the trip. Purchase the gift. Do it! The seized op-
portunity brings joy — the neglected one brings only re-
gret!

—Max Lucado, And the Angels Were Silent

THANKS, Mom

Dad came home to find toys all over the living
room, dirty dishes stacked in the sink, clothes piled in the
laundry room, beds unmade and kids still in their pajamas.
The house was a wreck, like nothing he’d seen before.

Worried, Dad rushed upstairs to find Mom read-
ing a book in bed.

“Are you okay?” he asked. “What happened?”

“You know how you always ask what I do all
day?” Mom replied. “Well, today I decided not to do it.”

IN-CARNATION

The official flower of Mother’s Day is the carna-
tion, the favorite flower of the mom of the holiday’s
founder, Anna Jarvis. Over time, the custom arose of
wearing a white carnation on Mother’s Day if your moth-
er has died and a red one if she’s living.

In fact, many carnation colors have special mean-
ings. Pink carries the richest Christian symbolism. Ac-
cording to legend, carnations first appeared on earth as
Mary wept while watching Jesus carry his cross. Where
her tears fell, there appeared pink carnations, symbolizing
a mother’s undying love.

According to one theory, the English word for
carnation comes from carnis, Latin for flesh. From the
same root comes incarnation, God’s coming to earth in
flesh. Thus, carnations remind us of our loving mothers as
well as our loving Savior.

UNANSWERED PRAYER

When prayers go unanswered, we may ask if God
hears. Is he listening? Is he even there? If he hears, why is
he silent? Does he really love me? Does he care?

We may ask such questions in moments of des-
peration and discouragement. But let us consider an alter-
native possibility, a truth supported throughout Scripture:
No prayer goes unanswered.

As William Arthur said, “To someone who prays
in faith, unanswered prayers are simply the evidence that
the answer is much closer.”



